











Election Special

Gordon Brown
Leader of the Labour Party

How will you take Britain
from recession to recovery?
We've got 2.5 million more peo-
ple in work under Labour. But
we must widen jobs for the fu-
ture and sell to China and India
as well as the US and Europe.
For under-25s, if you’ve been
out of work for six months, we
guarantee you’ll get training.
For graduates, we guarantee
internships. We must secure
therecovery, notputitatriskby
cutting front-line services such
as hospitals, schools and police.
What about banking bonuses?
We’ve just introduced a new
50 per cent tax on bank bonus-
es. We’re also discussing the
idea of a § ks
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so no one country is penalised
and we don’t have tax havens.
We have lost 272 soldiers in
Afghanistan already this year.
How many more have to die?
One of the most difficult things
inmyjobistotalktoaparentor
wife who has lost someone.
T have to ask myself every time
if we are doing the right thing.
But three-quarters of terrorist
plots are planned in the Paki-
stan/Afghanistan area. If we
can’t take action there to pre-
vent al-Qaeda being so strong,
we risk terror here. We all want
to get a democratically elected
government there so that they
can police themselves and keep
thecountrysafe,and ourtroops
can come home.

What are you doing to
promote gender equality?
We introduced Britain’s first-
ever minimum wage; two-
thirds of the million people
this helps each year are wom-
en. We've increased benefits
for working parents, materni-
leave to nine months and
ally introduced the Equali-

quity scheme, in
hich you gradually buy your
me in partnership with the
ilding society, will help
ople to buy earlier.

David Cameron
Leader of the Conservative Party

Give me three reasons

| should vote Conservative.
We believe in giving people
more control over their lives.
We would abolish stamp duty
for all first-time buyers up to
£250,000. And most impor-
tantly, I think the country
needs change. I don’t think
we can afford another five
years of Gordon Brown, debt,
waste, inefficient spending
and bloated bureaucracy.

Is it right to penalise couples
who live together by refusing
them the tax break you'd
give to married couples?
We’re just saying, let’s recog-
nise marriage in the tax system
as most European countries
do. It’s up to people how they
live their lives.

Voters are disillusioned. How
will you inspire them to vote?
The way to inspire people is not
to promise them a government
that does everything but to
promise them that if we all pull
together we can do great things.
How will you take Britain
from recession to recovery?
We need the private sector to
invest. We’ve got to do every-
thing we can to make it easier
to employ someone, to start up
abusiness, to trade, to invest. I
don’t think the government is
focusing on any of these things.
What would you do to tackle
youth unemployment?
Invest in training schemes that
will help get people off the dole

and into work in six months.
How will you promote equality
between men and women?

I don’t believe in top-down
legislation from the govern-
ment. Just as the Conservative
Party has done, every organisa-
tion should be asking itself,
what am I doing? It’s better to
make the moral argument that
companies are missing out.
How will you reform the NHS?
This government’s answer is
just to spend more and more
money. We ought to be saying,
let’s try and get more for what
we already spend, cut out the
waste and add more patient
choice. If you can’t get what
youwant

with your

doctor,

you should

beable to

signon

with

another.

| met both leaders with an open mind. But | was
aware that | was being subjected to something
of a charm offensive from two men eager to
present themselves as more ‘female friendly'.
Like most women, | don’t want to be patronised
or flattered into the polling booth. | care about
the big issues — the war, the economy,
unemployment — as well as maternity benefits.

There was a part of me that wanted to be won
over by Cameron'’s positivity and enthusiasm,
but he was vague on policy. It's not enough to
make personal remarks about how bad a job
Brown has done; he must clarify what he will

do instead. I'd like to see change but, all in all,

| was left feeling that Brown was the safer pair
of hands to lead us from recession to recovery. l
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