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THE GREAT CANNES

3

by Andrea
Thompson

HEN Liz Hurley turned
to me with a smile and
whispered ‘I love your
dress, it’s beautiful’, I
realised I had passed the
ultimate test.

Receiving a compliment like that from a
woman who has made a career out of
wearing headline-grabbing dresses was
the icing on the cake, considering I had
arrived in Cannes just two days earlier
without a single contact or party invita-
tion to my name.

My task? To prove that anyone can talk
their way into any event at this star-
studded festival, as long as you turn up
with a few glamorous dresses in your suit-
case and the gumption to act like a
genuine VIP.

The result was a week spent drinking
champagne with Penelope Cruz, eating
canapes with Juliette Lewis and sharing a
dance floor with Arnold Schwarzenegger.

That’s not to mention being whisked off
in a helicopter to Monaco for lunch with
former Olympic runner Michael Johnson,
tea with Helen Mirren and Julie Walters, a
night out with boy band Blue, and arriving
at a red carpet party in a pair of exquisite
£24,000 diamond earrings by exclusive
Mayfair jewellers Chopard, which Meg
Ryan wore a few nights earlier.

So how does an ordinary girl from north ‘
London go about getting into the most /
exclusive parties on the showbiz calendar? {f

My first day in Cannes, at the start of the
festival, was more than a little daunting. On hugging terms: Andrea with her new best friend Ewan McGregor
After checking into a hotel five minutes
from the town centre, I change into a white
Yves Saint Laurent trouser suit—
borrowed, of course— in an attempt to
look mildly well groomed after a gruelling
early morning flight. First stop is a cafe for
lunch on the famous Croisette.
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HE Cannes seafront is the epitome
of glamour — a fantasy setting com-
plete with Lamborghinis, couture
shops and the world’s most surgi- Dressed to thrill: Liz Hurley,
cally enhanced women this side of ’
LA. I spend an hour scanning a Variety
magazine to find which films are showing
and therefore which celebrities are in town.
The streets are awash with journalists
running frantically between screenings of
hot new films, while attractive young
women in summer dresses spill out of the
bars talking loudly into mobile phones.
The scene outside the main cinema
resembles the eve of a royal wedding.
Crowds of people are camped on the
pavement on deck chairs in the hope of
reserving the best vantage point for the
opening-night ceremony.
In just a few hours, Penelope Cruz and
her co-star Vincent Perez will stride up the
red carpet for the premiere of their new
film, Fanfan La Tulipe. And before they do,
I need to find a way of getting in.
Determined not to be fazed by such a
task, I head to the Majestic — one of the
most exclusive hotels on the seafront,
where many of the large PR agencies are
holding press conferences for films.
There, I swop my sandals for six-inch
Manolo Blahnik heels and take a seat at
the bar. I get chatting to two immaculately
dressed women, who have tickets to the
premiere that evening through the event
sponsors — Chopard jewellery.
With just three hours to go until the
event begins, I beg for an appointment
with a representative from Chopard.
I explain to the receptionist what I will
explain to every PR person I meet during
my trip: that I am a well-connected and Model guest: With Je
seasoned party writer who has come over rry Hall, a veteran of the

who knows a thing or two

‘Beautif ,
' People’ crowg Bash of the titans: Former athletes Daley Thompson,
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