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Snake, lizard and
alligator skin are

making a comeback
as fashionistas

rebel against ‘ethical
shopping’. But the price

could be extinction
for entire species 

YOU may not realise it yet, but
the ultimate fashion backlash
is under way. While most of us
are queuing up to buy M&S
Fair Trade T-shirts and Stella
McCartney’s latest ‘eco’ range,

a small but highly influential breed of
shopper is determined to buck the
trend for all things ethical. 

According to fashion insiders, it was only a mat-
ter of time. As one leading fashion editor puts it:
‘It no longer makes you unique to shop at People
Tree. Wearing something highly controversial,
verging on taboo, is what gets you noticed.’

The rare or exotic animal skin fits in perfectly
with this new rationale and is having a serious
fashion renaissance on catwalks and stores
across Europe. 

At Paris Fashion Week this year, Christian Dior
unveiled a dazzling collection of python and
ostrich skin coats with fox sleeves, while Calvin
Klein’s spring collection featured alligator jack-
ets, and Celine championed a white python skirt
suit that was met with applause as it emerged on
the runway. 

On the High Street, fashionistas are desperate
to buy into the trend. Jimmy Choo’s snakeskin
sandals and Ferragamo’s spring/summer collec-
tion of alligator footwear have been a huge hit. 

Fashion bible Style.com has even made a pair of
python platforms, by designer Proenza Schouler,
its top fashion pick, while Nike commemorated
the 25th anniversary of its Air Force 1 range this
spring with a saltwater crocodile shoe — on sale
in its flagship stores around the world, including
London — for £1,400. Made from one of the
most expensive and sought after exotic skins,
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