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Royal College of Physicians alcohol
committee, the incredible quantity
of alcohol Ashleigh purchased in
two hours would have been
enough to put her into a coma.

The long-term effects of this
level of consumption were equally
worrying. The alcohol-related
illness cirrhosis, he said, was at
epidemic proportions. 

‘This is a disease usually found
in middle-aged alcoholics, but it
is now commonplace in twenty-
something women and seven

Non-stop flow of alcohol: Left,
our 14-year-old ‘binge-drink’
volunteers, Chloe and
Ashleigh. And (above) a line-up
of the drinks bought by
Ashleigh over two hours

times more common in teenagers
than it was in 1970. The medical
establishment is gravely con-
cerned about how late licensing
will fuel the problem,’ he adds.

The charity Alcohol Concern was
outraged by our findings, which
backed up their own studies
revealing a worrying trend nation-
wide. 

‘Recent research indicated that
nine out of ten 11 to 15-year-olds
who tried to buy alcohol in a local
pub or bar were successful. This is

totally unacceptable, as is the
irresponsible behaviour of bar staff
who fail to take responsibility for
their part in this horrific epidemic,’
says spokesperson Helen Symons.

After Ashleigh and Chloe have dis-
posed of their final round on a
nearby table, they are both shocked
at the sheer volume of alcohol they
have been able to buy. 

‘I’m not surprised there are so
many girls in here falling over and
being sick. The girl being sick in the
toilets seemed really ill, but her

friends were just outside laughing
about it. They teased her about
being a light-weight and told her
they were only just “warming up”.

‘They didn’t look much older
than us and have probably been
allowed to buy almost as much as
we have — the difference is,
they’ve obviously been drinking
it,’ says Ashleigh

The scene outside the pub is
depressing. A group of heavily
intoxicated men in the doorway
begin accosting the girls. ‘Hey.

Nice legs,’ says one. ‘You two
looking for a good time,’ says
another leering over at the pair.
Outside a nearby bar, a couple of
bouncers are attempting to break
up a drunken brawl between two
teenagers.

‘This is pretty much a regular
night,’ says a bouncer at a local
late-opening bar who claims that
demand for security staff has never
been higher. ‘I’ve worked all over
the country and it’s the same
wherever you go — no moderation.

‘Kids are always going to drink
too much, get rowdy and get into
fights. Late licensing will make it
worse — if the pubs are open later,
the kids will just drink more.’

Those in support of the new
Government ruling suggest that an
extension to licensing hours is
intended to stagger the time that
drunk youngsters spill onto the
streets after a night out and will
encourage them to learn the art of
moderation. 

‘Over time we want to change the
culture of binge drinking,’ says
licensing minister James Purnell,
who claims that we will adopt a
more continental and less abusive
approach to alcohol. 

EVIDENCE on the street,
however, paints a different
picture. A police announce-
ment this month claimed
that there has been a 7 per

cent rise in alcohol-fuelled crime
over the past year. 

According to Dave Daley, head of
the National Association of
Licensed House managers, which
represents Britain’s thousands of
pub managers, clever incentives
such as two-for-one and ‘doubling
up’ are part of an organised
campaign.

The pub manager recently spoke
out against a range of initiatives
enforced by breweries, from cut
price ‘shots’ to ‘double for single’
offers, that put increasing pressure
on managers of bars to boost prof-
its and hit targets.

All, in effect, encourage young
people to drink to excess, fuelling
violence and anti-social behaviour. 

‘How we make our money is to
make people binge drink: the
more people drink, the more I get
as a bonus,’ he said, revealing a
new campaign of cash incentives
and psychological tricks that was
under way to coincide with the
new licensing laws.

Landlords, he said, were being
offering bonuses of up to £20,000
per year to shift extra stock after
11pm, while chairs and tables were
being removed from many pubs to
encourage what is known as
‘vertical drinking’, where
customers drink more quickly as a
result of standing up rather than
sitting. 

Sadly, our own investigation
painted a bleak picture of the
future for towns across the UK
when the new ruling comes into
force.

Unless the drinks industry takes
serious steps to reverse many of its
marketing initiatives, Britain’s
binge drinking epidemic can only
get worse. 

We repeatedly attempted to con-
tact the management of The
Hogshead in Croydon yesterday,
but they declined to comment.

Next week 24-hour drinking becomes
legal. But what safeguards are in

place to protect vulnerable
youngsters? We sent two 14-year-olds

to one Saturday night pub. In just 
two hours they were served enough
alcohol (above) to put them in a coma
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